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An webinar about humanist 
'confirmation' ceremonies for 
children and youngsters in 
Flanders Belgium.

How do they celebrate and 
organize these ceremonies or 
'rites of passage'?



who?
why?
what?       
how?                                  
where? 
when?      



significance 
and 

meaning 









What is a 
liberal 
humanist 
ceremony?

Universal 
Features 

Specific liberal 
humanistic 
characteristics



Universal 
Features 

Social function: expressing 
social belonging, sharing 
emotions

Expressive function: 
expressing feelings and 
experiencing emotions, 
channeling emotions

Communicative function: to 
respond to important 
moments in life



Specific liberal humanistic characteristics

Individual signification: 
expression of personal 

meaning that is 
attributed to important 
moments of transition

Free choice in the use of 
symbolism provided 
shared intelligibility

Encouraging active 
participation of those 

involved

Based on liberal 
humanistic values (free 

research, positive 
criticism, solidarity, 

equality,…)



Clarification of liberal values and 
symbolism

WHAT?
• Both the party and the 

community must know what 
it is about

HOW?

• Through the NCZ 
teacher or 
someone else 
(moral counselor, 
parent,...)

WHY?

• Meaning is 
interpreted in 
general and 
philosophically





Symbols are woven 
into the scenario. (ex: 
come forward behind

a torch)

The message is translated
to the audience in clearly

intelligible language.

Translating symbols (eg: three 
torches) into one's own life, and 

the interpretation that people give 
to their own lives. (by doing, the 
children experience the values. 

The result is the crafts, the 
dances, rhymes, songs…)

The symbolism comes back 
to them in something tangible. 
They receive symbolic gifts (t-
shirt, pendant with torch, mug 

with a torch on it, …) as a 
memento of that transition. To 

be able to relive the 
experience at a later time. 



Which conditions must 
be fulfilled in order to 

have a liberal humanistic 
group ceremony?

What is the core activity of a confirmation as 
Lentefeest or FVJ?



It is celebrating a 
moment of 
transition in 
community . Both 
the parents and the 
children can feel 
connected to each 
other.



It is a 
ceremony 
when…..

for example, there is a seclusion 
from the festivities. After being 
welcomed in the group, the whole 
group welcomes the party guests, 
as a group. Universal use in rituals.



The individual 
gives back to the 
community. 
For example, a rose 
to the family.



It is a liberal 
humanist 
ceremony 
as…

who the party revolves around is 
central and he/she is the measure 
of the content of the celebration

parents and children are actively 
involved. A liberal ceremony is by 
definition tailor-made, the parties 
involved largely determine the 
interpretation of the celebration. 
/individualistic



Very 
important 
moment

• Personal roll call, letting 
an individual be in the group 
is an important liberal 
element.



• The smaller the group/the more individual the ceremony, the 
more space can be given to the individual and to his/her 
personality. Any ceremony, no matter how large the group, 
should provide a piece for highlighting the individual in the 
group being celebrated. (can be anything, groups giving a 
performance, highlighting their strengths)



Parents, family, friends,… play an important 
role in the growth of each individual as a 
person. Each has its role and this ensures 
connection between and with each other. 
Every person is also unique and stands on 
its own. He/she looks from within 
himself/herself to his/her family/parents. 
This is liberally humanistic!



6 or 7 year 
old children 

just entering 
primary 
school

Lentefeest



Feest 
Vrijzinnige 
Jeugd

12 year old kids 
on the verge of 
leaving primary 
school



a brief history…











a positive 
experience of 
solidarity 

a festive 
completion of 
a liberal and 
humanist 
opinion!



the  course 
non-confesional
ethics



To give meaning 
at one’s own 

existence 
Independently

Equivalence

Solidarity 
and 

engagement

Independent 
and moral 
thinking

Free enquiry 
and 

criticism 

Tolerance

Unity and 
humanization

Openness



Liberal minded humanists would like 
to live in

a society which is both
rightheous and
tolerant

in which freedom and respect are 
the most
important values …



organization









Content …



preliminary stage













rite of passage…





Knowledge
Reason
Progress

Humanism
Unity

Growth World-
solidarity

The torch functions as a symbol 
for liberal and free thinking



gifts…





Party… !   





‘Ursus
Humanisticus’
Knubbe the 
bear





How and by whom a confirmation is 
organized 
From whatever angle if teacher NCE, 
committee, humanist consultant, or 
parents themselves 
These are the pillars on which a liberal 
humanist confirmation ceremony is built.



Thank you for listening …


